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Frisco Student Takes Swing at Becoming Next Jordan Speith  

Transfers to iUniversity Prep, online school run by Grapevine-Colleyville ISD, for academics and flexibility  

 

September 18, 2015 - DRAFT 

 

Frisco– North Texas is home to many professional golfers, and 12-year-old Shivam Patel of Frisco hopes to join 

the ranks of elite players who hail from the area. “I like Jordan Speith because he is always striving for greatness,” 

Shivam said. He picked up a club at age six and began playing competitively a couple of years later. As he grew 

older, he began spending more time on the golf course and in tournaments, which made it difficult for him to 

continue in traditional public school. His parents began looking for options that would provide him the flexibility 

he needed and the strong curriculum they wanted. “We looked at several options, but we went with iUniversity 

Prep, in part, because we heard great things about the school district, and we liked the curriculum,” said Anit 

Patel, Shivam’s father. iUniversity Prep is a state-accredited online virtual school run by Grapevine-Colleyville 

ISD, and is an attractive choice for high-performing athletes who want a college preparatory education. “When we 

were looking at schools, we got a feeling that many of the students were a lot like Shivam,” said Patel.  

 

According to the district, about 30-40 percent of the 400 students enrolled in iUniversity Prep have chosen the 

school because of their athletic pursuits. “Many families are referred to us by teammates,” said Kaye Rogers, 

Ph.D., Grapevine-Colleyville ISD Director of Virtual Education. “iUniversity Prep is a great option for families 

who are looking for a quality education that fits their lifestyle,” said Rogers. iUniversity Prep is only one of four 

schools in the state offering elementary, middle and high school education. Administrators anticipate enrollment 

to increase throughout the school year. “Our continued growth stems from the value iUniversity Prep brings 

families who desire a rigorous choice and want a college prep education from a recognized school district,” said 

Rogers.  

 

iUniversity Prep students can attend class, take tests and complete work from any location as long as they have 

access to a mobile device and an Internet connection. Enrollment for fall 2015 for fourth-seventh grades is open, 

wait lists for eighth-twelfth grades are available. Those interested can call 855-779-7357 or visit 

www.iuniversityprep.org. 

  

About iUniversity Prep 

iUniversity Prep opened in August 2013. The academy is a tuition-free, state-accredited online public school operated by 

Grapevine-Colleyville ISD and is one of only four public virtual education solutions in the state offering elementary, middle 

and high school programs. It provides rigorous academics under the guidance of engaging instructors all within a 

collaborative school community. iUniversity Prep offers an inspiring, flexible learning environment that encourages and 

prepares students to be college and career ready by supporting learning through technology, fostering citizenship, and 

teaching the importance of mutual respect in a virtual environment. Visit iuniversityprep.org for more details. 


